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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 4290 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR PINT NA NL 

SUBJECT: DUTCH VIEWS ON FUTURE OF NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 

REF: THE HAGUE 3291 

1 . IN A DISCUSSION ON THE SUBJECT AUGUST 1, THE DIRECTOR 
FOR WESTERN HEMISPHERE AFFAIRS AT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
(DANIELS) LARGELY RESTATED THE VIEWS GIVEN BY THE MFA'S 
CARIBBEAN DESK OFFICER (REFTEL), ADDING THAT THE GON IS 
PROJECTING INDEPENDENCE FOR THE ANTILLES "IN THE EARLY 
EIGHTIES - THE EARLIER THE BETTER FROM THE DUTCH 
POINT OF VIEW." THE POSITION WAS INDEED SOMEWHAT 
ANOMALOUS. DANIELS INDICATED, IN THAT 

THE COLONIAL POWER WAS HAVING TO PROD THE COLONY INTO 
INDEPENDENCE, ALTHOUGH THE GON REALIZED THE PROBLEMS 
FOR THE ANTILLEANS. 

2. DANIELS REITERATED THAT THE GON IS SATISIFIED WITH 
THE CURRENT VENEZUELAN ATTITUDE AND, IN FACT, EXPECTS 
THAT COUNTRY'S INFLUENCE IN THE ANTILLES TO INCREASE 
MARKEDLY AFTER INDEPENDENCE. HE THEN ASKED WHETHER 
SUCH A INCREASE IN VENEZUELAN INFLUENCE, PARTICULARLY 
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IN CURACAO AND ARUBA, WOULD BE OF CONCERN TO THE U.S. 

THE INCOMING DCM, WHO WAS PAYING AN INITIAL CALL ON 
DANIELS, RESPONDED THAT WHILE HE COULD NOT ANSWER THE 
QUESTION PRECISELY, HE BELIEVED THE U.S. WOULD PREFER 
VENEZUELAN INFLUENCE IN THE AREA TO THAT OF CERTAIN 
OTHER COUNTRIES. DANIELS SAID HE ASSUMED THAT WOULD 
BE THE U.S. POSITION, NOTING THAT THE DUTCH WERE AS 
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CONCERNED ABOUT THE POTENTIAL INFLUENCE OF MAFIA-TYPE FIGURES 
AS THEY WERE BY COUNTRIES SUCH AS CUBA. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: IF THE DEPARTMENT WISHES THE 
EMBASSY TO PROVIDE DANIELS WITH FURTHER INFORMATION 
ABOUT OUR POSITION ON VENEZUELAN INFLUENCE IN THE 
ANTILLES, GUIDANCE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

BROWN 
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